


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HOW  PARTICIPANTS  WERE  CHOSEN:  Participants  were  either  contacted  through  publicly 
available lists or volunteered to participate in the study. Eligible participants are workers, family members, 







only  to  the  lead  researcher.  Notes  from  this  interview  will  be  shared  with  the  participant  through  an 









































































































































































Thank you  for  submitting  revisions  to  the Research Ethics Board  (REB)  regarding  the above-
noted proposal.  Your revisions have been approved. 
 
We are pleased to issue approval for the above named study for a period of 12 months from the 
date of this letter. Continuation beyond that date will require further review and renewal of REB 
approval. Any changes or amendments to the protocol or consent form must be approved by the 
REB. 
 
Good luck with your research.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. Henry Harder 
Chair, Research Ethics Board 
 
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APPENDIX H: Supports for Interior Forest Sector Workers and Communities 
 
In response to the 2019 downturn in the interior forest sector, the Government of British 
Columbia announced the following supports for impacted forest sector workers, contractors, and 
communities in September 2019. The Government of BC considered ‘impacted communities’ to 
be communities in the interior that experienced a significant shift in labour market needs due to 
the closure or curtailment of forestry operations due to the forest sector downturn that began in 
May 2019.  
 
SUPPORTS FOR WORKERS AND FAMILIES 
 
Retirement Bridging Program 
 
Purpose: The Retirement Bridging Program helps older forestry workers transition to early 
retirement through retirement bridging funding. Workers are eligible for up to $75,000 in 
combined retirement bridging funding based on years of experience, age at retirement, and 
employer contribution. 
 
Eligibility: Full-time mill workers in impacted communities aged 55 years or older. 
 
Website: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/supports-for-forestry-
workers/retirement-bridging-program 
 
Job Placement Coordination Offices 
 
Purpose: matches workers with supportive services and potential jobs by assessing their needs 
and goals  
 
Eligibility: Impacted forestry workers (NOTE: direct support could be found through offices 
located in 100 Mile House, Fort St. James, Fort St. John, Mackenzie, and Clearwater; or, by 
filling out a job matching form online). 
 
Website: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/supports-for-forestry-
workers/forestry-worker-job-placement 
 
Skills Training Program (Work BC) 
  
Purpose: The Skills Training Program provides access to skills training and employment 
supports to help workers in communities impacted by mill closures and shift reductions find new 
jobs. This includes employment supports which address barriers to participation in skills training 
and employment. These programs, delivered through Work BC, include: 
 
·  DeNovo: offers computer skills and short-term occupational certificate training, hands-on 
training, a ‘job club’, and work experience. 
 
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·  Work Connect Program: delivers essential skill straining and occupational certificate 
training within three streams: Site Control and Safety, Camp Attendance/Maintenance, 
and Retail & Hospitality.  
·  Job Options: provides a small classroom setting for participants to develop essential life 
and practical skills. 
·  Work Keys: participants receive essential skills training and support in a variety of fields 
as determined by individual needs and an assigned training coach. 
·  Elevation to Employment: participants receive one-on-one counselling/coaching, 
occupational certificate, and on-the-job training in a variety of fields including carpentry, 
plumbing, education assistant, and hairstylist 
 
Eligibility: Unemployed, underemployed, or precariously employed persons residing in an 
impacted community. 
 
Website: https://www.workbc.ca/Training-Education/Skills-Training-for-Employment/STE-
Impacted-Workers.aspx 
 
SUPPORTS FOR BUSINESSES, CONTRACTORS, AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
 
Short Term Forest Employment Program 
 
Purpose: The Short Term Forest Employment Program is a 3-year program that creates short-
term employment opportunities for contractors and workers. It does so by providing funding for 
projects that provide community benefits in the form of enhanced resilience, wildfire recovery 
and risk reduction, and forest enhancement. The program was expanded and revised for the year 
2020/2021 to support workers impacted by the downturn related to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
was increased from $9 million to $21 million. 
 
Eligibility: Forest sector workers and contractors in an impacted community. 
 
Website: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/supports-for-forestry-
workers/short-term-forest-employment-program 
 
Community Supports Grant Program 
 
Purpose: The Community Supports Grant Program provides short-term funding to support 
impacted communities. The amount the community received is based on the nature of the 
closure. Communities were eligible to receive $100,000 if they experienced a permanent closure; 
$75,000 for an indefinite closure; and $50,000 for a permanent or indefinite reduction in shifts.  
 
Eligibility: Communities in the interior that have experienced a permanent mill closure, an 
indefinite mill closure, or a permanent/indefinite shift reduction. 
 
Website: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/supports-for-forestry-
workers/community-supports-grants-program 
 
 
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Employment Transition Training Stream (Work BC) 
 
Purpose: The Employment Transition Training Stream of the BC Employer Training Grant 
supports workers who are unemployed, at risk of losing their job, or require training to secure 
different or better jobs by providing access to skills development, training, or education. 
Employers may receive up to 100% of eligible costs up to a maximum of $20,000 per participant 
per fiscal year for training, participant financial supports, and training allowances. Employers 
will be required to demonstrate that training aligns with the current or future needs of their 
business and the available job. Self-employed applicants will be required to demonstrate that 
training aligns with the needs of a current or future business opportunity. 
 
Eligibility: Individuals in impacted communities, including owners/operators and contractors. 
 
Website: https://www.workbc.ca/Employer-Resources/BC-Employer-Training-
Grant/Employment-Transition-Training-Stream.aspx 
 
Community Response Stream (Work BC) 
 
Purpose: The Community Response Stream of the Community Workforce Response Grant 
provides support to communities and sectors working to address the immediate skills training 
needs of those impacted by closures and curtailments. The maximum amount of funding per 
application is $300,000 and the maximum amount of funding per participant per fiscal year is 
$20,000. The grant supports skills training, employment assistance services, financial supports 
for participants, and/or a training allowance. 
 
Eligibility: Non-profits, local government, unions, major employers, sector organizations, and 
other relevant representatives in an impacted community. 
 
Website: https://www.workbc.ca/Employment-Services/Community-Workforce-Response-
Grant/Community-Response-Stream.aspx 
 
